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the Jerénimos Monastery
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ORIGIN & HISTORY

Gold, Spice, and Stone
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The Royal Monastery of Santa Maria de Belém, universally
known as Jerénimos Monastery, stands as the ultimate
testament to Portugal’s maritime golden age. Commissioned
by King Manuel | in the early 16th century, its construction
was initially planned before Vasco da Gama’s triumphant

return from India, authorized by a papal bull on June 23, 1496.

This ambitious project was not merely religious but deeply
political, aiming to seal an alliance with Castile through the
introduction of the Spanish Order of Hieronymites. The
monastery’s foundation stone was laid in January 1502,
marking the beginning of a decades-long architectural
endeavor that would define Lisbon’s skyline.

Funding for this monumental structure came directly from the
lucrative spice trade and the vast wealth accumulated during
the Age of Discovery. It is often cited that approximately 750
tonnes of gold were dedicated annually to the project,
allowing for unparalleled artistic freedom and structural
grandeur. Architects like Diogo de Boytac and later Jodo de
Castilho blended late Gothic elements with Renaissance
influences, creating the unique Manueline style. This

TIQETS
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distinctive architecture features intricate carvings of ropes,
armillary spheres, and marine motifs, symbolizing the nation's
seafaring prowess and divine favor.

The building’s resilience is part of its legend; it miraculously
survived the devastating 1755 earthquake that ravaged much
of Lisbon, retaining its structural integrity while other
landmarks crumbled. Although damaged briefly during the
Napoleonic Wars when Wellington’s troops quartered there,
the monastery remained largely intact. In 1834, following the
expulsion of the religious order, the church became a parish
church, and the cloister was secularized, eventually housing
the tombs of national heroes like Vasco da Gama and Luis de
Camoes.

Today, the site serves as both a sacred space and a cultural
monument, inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in
1983. Its historical significance extends beyond architecture;
it was the prestigious venue for the signing of the Lisbon
Treaty in 2007, where European heads of state gathered to
symbolize unity. The monastery remains a powerful symbol of
Portugal’s historical identity, bridging the gap between its

medieval roots and its modern role in Europe.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping into the Jerénimos Monastery feels like entering a cathedral of light and stone, where every surface whispers
tales of exploration. The air inside is cool and still, contrasting sharply with the bustling energy of Belém outside. As you
gaze upward, the soaring vaulted ceilings and the intricate Manueline sculptures draw your eyes toward the heavens,
creating a sense of awe that transcends time. The silence here is profound, broken only by the soft footsteps of fellow
visitors who seem to instinctively lower their voices in reverence.

The experience is defined by the interplay of shadow and illumination, particularly in the famous cloister. Sunlight filters
through the delicate tracery of the upper arcades, casting intricate patterns on the limestone floor. Walking around the
square courtyard, you are surrounded by the detailed carvings of saints and maritime symbols, feeling the tangible weight
of history. It is a place where spiritual devotion meets artistic mastery, offering a moment of quiet reflection amidst the
grandeur of a empire’s past.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

Practical Information
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ADDRESS

Belém District - Tram: 15E (Jerénimos stop) or Bus 728/750.
Metro: Oriente Station (Red Line) then bus/tram.

OPENING HOURS

Open Tuesday to Sunday. Hours vary by season (summer/
winter). Closed on Mondays. Always check official hours
before your visit.

PRICES

Adult approx. €19.50. Discounts for students/seniors. Lisboa
Card often included. {promo}.

VISIT DURATION

Allow 45 to 60 minutes to calmly explore the cloister and
church, excluding ticket queue times. Also allow time for the
chapter house.

PHOTOS

Photography prohibited inside the church and cloister to
preserve artworks. Photos allowed only on the exterior
facade and in the gardens.

HOW TO GET THERE

Access & Transportation

AUDIENCE

Ideal for history and architecture enthusiasts. Accessible to
families, but beware of cobblestones and stairs for strollers.

@

(&'
&

Metro
:Gare do Oriente — 152 min a pied

Oriente Station (35 min) - Mosteiro dos Jerénimos (6 min)

Bus
: Mosteiro Jerénimos — 4 min a pied

Gare do Oriente (57 min) - Mosteiro Jerénimos (9 min)

Car

Gare do Oriente (43 min) - Mosteiro Jerénimos (4 min)

Bike

Gare do Oriente (58 min) - Mosteiro Jerénimos (3 min)
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve the Jeronimos Monastery ?

® Pracado Império — 1400-206 Lisbon

& 38°41.873'N,9°12.402'0
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ORGANIZATION

Navigating the Sacred Spaces

Ground Level (Church & Cloister)

This level houses the main nave of the church, featuring high vaulted ceilings and the tombs of Vasco da Gama and Luis
de Camoes. The adjacent cloister, accessible from the church, showcases the finest examples of Manueline sculpture
on its ground-floor arches.

Upper Level (Cloister Arcades)

Accessible via stairs within the cloister, this level offers a quieter perspective. The upper arcades feature simpler,
more classical Renaissance designs compared to the ornate lower level, providing a serene walking path with detailed
stonework.

Exterior Facade & Gardens

Outside, the south portal displays intricate gables and pinnacles, while the west portal features portraits of King
Manuel | and Queen Maria. The surrounding gardens offer open spaces for photography and rest, framing the
monastery against the sky.

ACCESSIBILITY

Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Partial access to main areas, but constraints due to stairs and historic cobblestones.

23 Families

Family-friendly, but caution required for strollers on cobblestones.

£3 Audio guide
French, English, Spanish
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Must-sees

SELECTION

Architectural Jewels to Admire

Cloister Ground Floor
The Manueline Cloister

Considered the masterpiece of the site, the cloister’s ground floor features intricate rope carvings and armillary spheres on its

columns. These details symbolize the Age of Discovery and are unique to Portuguese architecture.

¢ Thedesign incorporates elements of the Order of Christ, linking the monastery directly to the military orders that supported

the explorations.

Main Nave
Tomb of Vasco da Gama

Located near the entrance, this tomb honors the explorer who opened the sea route to India. The sarcophagus is simple yet
dignified, reflecting the maritime legacy he represents.

» Hisremains were moved here in 1922 to coincide with the centenary of his death, making him a guardian of the monastery.

DIOGO DE BOYTAC & JOAO DE CASTILHO  Exterior South
South Portal

This entrance is a riot of detail, featuring statues of Saint Jerome and Henry the Navigator. The tympanum depicts scenes from

the life of Saint Jerome, framed by Gothic pinnacles.

% The central statue of Henry the Navigator highlights his role as the initiator of the Portuguese discoveries.

NICOLAU CHANTERENE Exterior West
West Portal

Designed by the French sculptor Nicolau Chanterene, this portal features lifelike portraits of King Manuel | and Queen Maria.

The realism of these figures was revolutionary for the time, described as 'taken from nature'.

% Theking’s portrait shows him holding a scepter, emphasizing his royal authority and patronage of the arts.
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Monastic Dependencies
Chapter House

Once used for meetings of the monks, this room now houses important artworks and relics. The vaulted ceiling demonstrates

advanced engineering techniques of the period, showcasing ribbed vaulting.

y Italso contains the tombs of other notable figures like poet Almeida Garrett and historian Alexandre Herculano.

Cloister Upper Level
Fernando Pessoa’s Tomb

Since 1985, the tomb of Portugal’s most famous poet, Fernando Pessoa, rests in a simple niche in the cloister. His ashes were

transferred here to honor his deep connection to Portuguese identity and literary heritage.

y Pessoa himself had expressed a wish to be buried in Belém, fulfilling a poetic dream after his death in 1935.

Old Refectory
Refectory Vaults

The former dining hall for the monks features stunning star-shaped vaults. The geometric complexity of the ceiling reflects the

intellectual rigor of the monastic order and the Renaissance influence on local architecture.

¢ These vaults are among the finest examples of lierne and tierceron vaulting in Portugal.

Various Locations
Armillary Spheres

Scattered throughout the facade and cloister, these celestial instruments symbolize the scientific advancements of the era. They
represent the navigational tools essential for long-distance voyages.

% Thearmillary sphere is also the personal emblem of King Manuel |, appearing frequently in royal iconography.
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TIPS

Mastering Your Visit Strategy
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TIMING

Arrive exactly at opening time (9:30 AM) to beat the crowds.
By 10:30 AM, queues become significant, especially in
summer.

BILLET

Book tickets online in advance to skip the ticket office line. The
Lisboa Card includes free entry, which is highly cost-effective if
visiting multiple sites.

PARCOURS

Start with the church to see the tombs, then move to the
cloister. Finish with the chapter house and refectory for a
logical flow.

PHOTO

Photography is prohibited inside the church and cloister.
Capture the exterior facades and gardens early in the morning
for the best light.

PAUSE

Visit Pastéis de Belém immediately after your tour. Go early to
avoid the long lines for these authentic custard tarts.

ENFANTS

While family-friendly, the cobblestones and stairs can be
challenging for strollers. Consider carrying young children or
using a carrier.

AUDIOGUIDE

The audioguide is available in English and provides essential
context for the Manueline details. It is worth renting for first-

time visitors.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable, flat shoes suitable for walking on uneven
cobblestones. Dress modestly as it is an active religious site.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ
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I Should | book my ticket for the Jerénimos Monastery in advance?

Yes, advance booking is highly recommended, especially during peak season (July-August) and on weekends. It allows you to avoid long
queues that can exceed an hour. Note that the Monastery ticket is separate from the Bel

Does the Lisboa Card cover entry to the Jerénimos Monastery?

Yes, the Lisboa Card generally offers free and priority access to the Jerénimos Monastery. It's an excellent way to simplify your visit and

save on entry fees. Always check current validity on the official card website.

I Can | buy tickets on-site?

It is possible to buy tickets at the ticket office, but queues can be very long, especially after 10:30 AM. To guarantee entry and save time,

prefer buying online a few days before your visit.

I Are there any discounts available?

Reduced rates are often available for students, seniors, and children. The Lisboa Card may also cover entry for free. Consult the official

website for exact conditions and required proof documents.

I How long does it take to visit the Jeronimos Monastery?

Allow approximately 45 to 60 minutes for a complete tour of the church and cloister. This time does not include waiting in line at the

entrance. Take your time to admire the details of the Manueline style and photograph

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

Surviving the Great Earthquake

The monastery’s robust construction allowed it to withstand
the 1755 earthquake, which destroyed much of Lisbon. Its
survival is attributed to the thick walls and flexible masonry

techniques used by the architects.

The Secret of the Gold

Construction costs were astronomical, funded by the spice
trade. Historical records suggest that 750 tonnes of gold
were poured into the project annually, showcasing the

immense wealth of the empire.

A Political Alliance in Stone

King Manuel | invited the Hieronymites to strengthen ties
with Castile. The monastery’s existence was thus a
diplomatic gesture as much as a religious one, cementing a

royal marriage alliance.

Signing the Lisbon Treaty
In 2007, the monastery hosted the signing of the EU

constitutional treaty. This event highlighted its status as a
symbol of European unity and historical continuity.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

The Belém district offers a perfect blend of history and leisure immediately surrounding the monastery. Just steps away, you
will find the iconic Pastéis de Belém, the original bakery where the secret recipe for custard tarts has been guarded since
1837. Enjoy these warm pastries dusted with cinnamon alongside a coffee, a tradition dating back centuries. For those
interested in contemporary culture, the MAAT museum is a short 10-minute walk along the riverbank, offering a striking
contrast with its corrugated metal facade. Afterward, relax in the shaded Belém Gardens, which provide a peaceful retreat
with views of the Tagus River, ideal for digesting the historical intensity of the visit.

Visiting the Jeronimos Monastery is more than seeing a building; it is touching the soul of Portugal’s

greatest era. The sheer scale of the ambition, funded by spices and gold, leaves an indelible mark on the
visitor. Whether you are drawn by the architectural genius or the resting places of national icons, the
experience is one of profound respect and wonder. Leave with the memory of the sunlight dancing on the

cloister stones, a silent reminder of a time when the world opened its doors to Portuguese sails.
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